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The Massachusetts Coalition for the Homeless' Campaign 

on Unaccompanied Youth Homelessness 

 

July 16, 2013 Public Hearing on Unaccompanied Homeless Youth Bill: 

SHOW YOUR SUPPORT BY TAKING ACTION 

On July 16th the Joint Committee on Children, Families and Persons with Disabilities has scheduled a 
public hearing on House Bill 135, "An Act Providing Housing and Support Services for 
Unaccompanied Homeless Youth.” Ms.  Georgeanne Bennett, of the MACUCC Task Team to End 
Homelessness gave testimony in support of this bill in light of the 2011 Resolution to End Homelessness 
among Youth and Young Adults in Massachusetts.   

http://www.mahomeless.org/
http://www.mahomeless.org/files/Fact_Sheet_Unaccompanied_Youth_Bill_6-17-13.pdf


Currently, across Massachusetts public schools, there are approximately 6000 unaccompanied homeless youth 
and young adults 24 years and younger who have no parent, or legal guardian, as well as no fixed place of 
residence – homeless and on their own!  This number does not even count the youth who have dropped out of 
school or who have graduated from high school and still remain on their own.    Many of these young adults 
have fled biological and foster care homes due to neglect and abuse.  Once on their own, without a plan, these 
young people are flung into a chaotic world of survival, putting their lives at greater risks that could 
eventually claim their lives and at best would put themselves in very risky situations.  There are very few 
supportive services and adequate housing for this vulnerable population throughout the state.  This has 
to change.  Fortunately, change is under way with House Bill #135 which would create social services for 
these youth, building on the work of the state’s Special Commission on Unaccompanied Homeless Youth 
which issued their first legislative Report back in June 2013:  
http://www.mahomeless.org/files/Special_Commission_on_Unaccompanied_Homeless_Youth_Report.pdf 

BEFORE JULY 22ND RAISE YOUR VOICE FOR YOUTH EXPERIENCING HOMELESSNESS: 

• Contact the Co-Chairs of the Joint Committee on Children, Families, and Persons with 
Disabilities, Rep. Kay Kahn (617-722-2011) or e-mail:  Kay.Khan@mahouse.gov;  Sen. Mike 
Barrett (617-722-1572) or e-mail: Mike.Barrett@masenate.org.  Ask them to give a favourable 
report from their Committee for House Bill #135 An Act Providing Housing & Support Services 
for Unaccompanied Homeless Youth. 

• There are 66 legislative co-sponsors of this bill.  If your state legislators  
(www.wheredoivotema.com) are one of them, thank them, and ask to see any testimony they may 
have given at the July 17th Hearing.  Ask them (whether or not they are co-sponsors) for their 
on-going support by contacting the Co-chairs of the Joint Committee on Children, Families and 
Persons with Disabilities and ask them to give a favourable report on House Bill 135.   

• Thank your legislators, especially your State Representative, for ensuring that new funding at 
$150,000 for resources for unaccompanied homeless youth was included in the FY 2014 State 
Budget in Health and Human Services Line Item 4000-0300.  This is a beginning…. 

• Ask your legislators to read the June 2013 Report from the Special Commission on 
Unaccompanied Homeless Youth. 

Please complete the Advocacy Circle by letting Sister Linda Bessom SND (member of the MACUCC 
Task Team to End Homelessness) know that you made your call and who you talked to.  She can be 

reached at:  linda@mahomeless.org, 781-595-7570 x 18. 

FUTURE ACTIONS 

• SAVE THE DATE:   Friday, November 8, 2014, the Massachusetts Coalition for the Homeless 
will host an all-day state wide Conference on Unaccompanied Youth Experiencing Homelessness 
Campaign at Clark University in Worcester from 9:00 to 4:00 p.m.  The purpose is to give a call 
to action and provide participants with concrete tools to on how to organize locally in moving House 
Bill #135 forward, and in working directly with unaccompanied youth and service providers.   Contact 
Exa Méndez at the Coalition if you are interested in attending and learning more information about 
this Campaign.  She can be reached at:  exa@mahomeless.org, 781-595-7570 x 16. 

• Throughout 2012-2013, the Coalition has been meeting with more and more young people, who have 
shared their stories, personal experiences, and advice with us, members of the Massachusetts 
Commission on Unaccompanied Homeless Youth, and legislators. Please click here to read more 
about some of the barriers these youth face, the strength they exhibit, and their recommendations for 
the future: "Their Stories, Our Responsibility: Accounts from Unaccompanied Youth Experiencing 
Homelessness.” Special thanks to the report's author, Samantha Alves, MSW, the Coalition's 
legislative intern for the 2012-2013 academic year and current Public Policy Advocate.  

http://www.mahomeless.org/files/Special_Commission_on_Unaccompanied_Homeless_Youth_Report.pdf
mailto:Kay.Khan@mahouse.gov
mailto:Mike.Barrett@masenate.org
mailto:linda@mahomeless.org
mailto:exa@mahomeless.org
http://www.mahomeless.org/images/Outreach%20Youth%20Report_2013.pdf


• There is a very strong possibility that plans to create new housing for Westfield unaccompanied youth 
experiencing homelessness, since there are so many in that community, will begin soon by Domus, 
Inc.   Of course, this is dependent on financial contributions that will be needed to purchase and rehab 
a building in Westfield.   If interested in learning more about and participating in this project, please 
give Sr. Linda Bessom SND a call at 781-595-7570 x 18 or e-mail her at linda@mahomeless.org. 

******************************************************************************* 

 

NEW FUNDING FOR UNACCOMPANIED HOMELESS 
YOUTH IS NOW INCLUDED IN THE STATE BUDGET 
FOR THE FIRST TIME! 

CONGRATULATIONS!  THE 600 POSTCARDS AT 
ANNUAL MEETING SENT TO THE JOINT 
CONFERENCE COMMITTEE MEMBERS MADE A 
DIFFERENCE!! 
During Rev. Liz Magill and Sister Linda Bessom’s report at Annual Meeting on the accomplishments and 
progress of the 2011 Resolution to End Homelessness among Youth and Young Adults in Massachusetts, as 
members of the Task Force to End Homelessness, we invited participants  to fill out the post card addressed to 
Senator Stephen Brewer and Representative Brian Dempsey and members of the Joint Conference Committee 
on the Budget to:  “adopt the House’s earmark Line Item 4000-0300 to support resources for unaccompanied 
youth who are experiencing homelessness.  The House Budget included language and funding to add 
$150,000 to the Executive Office of Health and Human Services administrative line Item.”   

Many of the delegates came by the Task Force’s table to take extra post cards back to their congregants to 
sign and then send immediately in the mail.  I would estimate that 600 postcards were sent from all areas of 
the state.   At least 400 were hand delivered at the State House on the following Monday, June 17th.  This is 
just one more way that UCC members implement the 2011 Resolution to End Homelessness among Youth 
and Young Adults in Massachusetts.      

 Submitted by:  Sister Linda Bessom SND, Massachusetts Coalition for the Homeless,781-595-7570 x 18, linda@mahomeless.org 
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